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VOGT, HERMAN J •

Herman J. Vogt was born December 2, 1834 at Hanover, Germany, the
son of Herman and Thekla (Niemand) Vogt.

Herman and Thekla (Niemand) Vogt were born in Germany and were
martied there, making their livelihood on a farm.

Six children were born to Herman and Thekla Vogt:- Herman

J.,

Regina, Elizabeth, and Margaret-these four c ame to America to make
Their future home while Albert and Thekla remained with their parents
in Germany.

Herman J. received a common school education in Germany and helped
his father with the farm work.

When Herman J. arrived at military age

and not wishing to become a military recruit he sailed for America. (1858).
He crossed the ocean in a sailboat.

The vessel encountered a rough sea

and required six weeks to cross.

After Herman J. arrived in America he worked at

st.

Louis, Mo . · only

a few months
and then moved to Stearns County, locating near Richmond,
Minn. i

After arriving in Richmond, he lived with William Lembeck, and
while residing at Lembeok•s he se~tled on a homestead north of Roscoe.
This farm is now occupied by Jolul Hennen.

Herman farmed this land for

quite a number of years and in the year 1865 married Regina Ramler, the
daughter of Barney Ramler and Margaret (Moeller) Ramler.
Ramler was born February 20, 1845.

Regina (Moell~r)

The marriage ceremony was performed

in the old Catholic Church of Richmond by Father Cornelius;·

The next year Herman J. sold his somestead and purchased a farm one
mile north of Richmond, Minnesota.

Here Herman had logs out into lumber,

and built a frame house, one of the first to be built in that vicinity.'

,,.

,nie house was a two room structure, not plastered; when it snowed, the

snowflakes would blow in through the boards.
when snow was found on the beds.
one on top of the other.
and during the day it

There were many mornings

The beds were made in bunk style,

At night they wruld pull one out from below,

was shoved back so as to allow more space.

The

stairs consisted of a ladder.

Herman J. began farming with a team of oxen and a few cows.'

The

cattle in these early days had free range and, therefore, all cultivated
land was fenced in.

Herman J. worked very hard at grubbing and breaking

land for cultivation.

To Herman and Regina (Ramler) Vogt wer~ born nine children who are

all living at this time of writing:- Herman~ Bernard, William, Joseph;
Thekla, Mrs. Gothard Blonigan, of st. Martin, Minn.'; Margaret, Mrs.
:lerman liebausl ot ~Rlohmdnd, Minn. ·;· Henry of Sauk Rapids, Lizzie, Mrs.

Henry Geers of Richmond, Kinn.; and Regina of Richmond;

There are fifty-

three grandchildren and fifteen great grandchildren.

Herman J. many times recalled the early pioneer days.

1

Herman J . ·end

Regina Vogt never called a doctor to the house when the children were
sick.

All medical aid was administered by Herman J.; with herbs and home

remedies.·

During the Indian uprising Herman J. was a scout and helped
wherever he was needed.·

~he grasshopper plague in the year 1876 was a memorable event, as
all the crops were ravaged by the insects.
field of oats by digging holes and

Herman J •· saved a small

ditches, two feet deep, in a road

which lead through his woods; the grasshoppers following this road and
jumping into these ditches and holes were then covered with ground and
killed.,

Many church processions were h eld for t hi ~ plague.' The people
would all bring their lunch on certain days and the ~rocession would
start at the church, going on foot, as far as Jacobs Prairie, a distance
of about 11 miles.
praying all the way.
Engelhard farm.

Here they would eat lunch, rest, and start back,
Later the procession went only as far as the

In later years a chapel was bui1i on the Erkens farm,

one mile north of Richmond.
wri ting.

1

It w-s dismanteled many years before this

Herman J. and his sons helped in building this chapel~i

Wild game was very plentiful in the early days.· Bear were very
n}ltnerous; the wife of Herman

J.,

Regina Vogt, had to chase the bears

with a pitohfork as they would try to kill their hogs and drag away
the small pigs.' Herman 1. on these oooasions was usually working out
on the fields.

Herman J. was a member of the Richmond district school board for
a number of years.

He served as member of the board when the present

Richmond School Distri~t No. 20 was established and built.i

Herman J. lived to be 85 years old; he died on the 16th of July
1920.

His wife Regina lived with children until her death on April 22,

i928 ::

Herman J. and Regina Vogt are 'ti> th buried on the St. Peter and

Paul Catholic Cemetery in Richmond, Minnesota.
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